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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Services  for  the  Truro  Rural  District  for  the  jnear  ending  1972. 

The  estimated  mid  year  population  is  31,710  which  is  an  increase  of  700 
over  last  year.  The  number  of  deaths  was  471  and  the  number  of  live  births 
427,  so  the  increase  is  likely  to  be  due  to  people  moving  into  the  area.  As 
regards  infectious  disease  notifications  there  was  no  significant  change  in  the 
usual  figures  reported  in  previous  years. 

As  regards  mortality  from  Ischaemic  Heart  disease  which  remains  as  in 
previous  years  the  commonest  single  cause  of  death  with  136  cases  in  1972  as 
compared  with  134  in  1971,  there  appears  to  be  a  greater  proportion  of  elderly 
females  over  75  years  of  age  dying  from  this  disease  as  compared  with  men  of  the 
same  age  group. 

The  same  can  be  said  with  regard  to  cerebrovascular  disease  in  the 
elderly. 

Looking  over  the  monthly  minutes  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the 
year,  one  is  reminded  that  considerable  sms  of  money  have  been  spent  and  are 
continuing  to  be  spent  on  improving  two  important  aspects  of  the  general  and 
personal  environment,  namely,  new  sewerage  schemes  and  grants  for  house 
improvements  • 

With  regard  to  major  environmental  projects  of  a  public  nature,  e.g. , 
water  supplies,  refuse  disposal  and  sewerage  it  is  very  difficult  to  calculate 
the  exact  required  size  of  public  projects  taking  into  consideration  the 
large  seasonal  fluctuations  in  population  together  with  the  normal  population 
expansion.  In  a  tourist  area  like  Cornwall  which  is  calculated  to  nearly 
double  its  population  during  four  of  five  months  of  the  year  reaching  some 
700,000  in  the  summer  reducing  to  370,000  out  of  season,  the  problems  facing 
the  planners  and  project  engineers  who  have  to  calculate  to  what  size  do  you 
build  your  sewerage  works  or  provide  reservoirs  to  meet  these  large 
fluctuations  in  the  public  need,  are  daunting.  If  built  to  the  larger  end  of 
the  scale  it  may  be  considered  too  expensive  and  wasteful  for  most  of  the  year 
and  if  built  on  the  smaller  scale  the  risks  of  health  hazards  arising  in  peak 
summer  periods  could  be  serious. 

This  problem  is  accentuated  each  time  large  tourist  sites  are  joined  to 
the  public  sewerage  systems  as  indeed  I  feel  they  should  be  providing  such 
projects  are  planned  with  this  fluctuation  in  view  and  are  designed  large 
enough  to  cope  with  the  increasing  demand  which  is  always  present  in  tourist 
areas. 

As  regards  the  personal  services  the  figures  relate  to  the  whole  health 
area  for  reasons  given  in  that  section  of  the  report. 
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I  would  end  by  thanking  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and 
all  its  members  for  their  support  during  the  yoar.  To  all  Chief  Officers 
and  their  Staff,  and  to  Mr.  Bennett  and  his  Staff,  I  wish  to  express  my 
thanks  for  their  cheerful  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Area  Nursing  Officer,  Miss  V.  M.  Graham,  and  the 
Clerical  Staff  at  the  Leats  Office  for  their  help  in  the  production  of  this 
Annual  Report,  and  for  their  work  throughout  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
Your  Obedient  Servant 

C.  W.  J.  HINGSTON 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Truro  Rural  District 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area,  acres  .  108,316 

Parishes  24 

Population,  mid  1972  .  . .  31  ,010 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  .  12,608 

Rateable  value  .  1 f061  ,842 

Product  of  Ip  rate  .  10,333 

Number  of  houses  built  since  1945  4,254 

Number  of  families  accommodated  in  converted  buildings 

Trevellas  Estate  ....  1 

Number  of  families  on  housing  list  . .  . .  .  800 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  . .  368 

Birth.  Death.  Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1950 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate 

1950 

13.7 

10.5 

20.5 

1951 

16.1 

11.7 

25.4 

1952 

14.5 

9.9 

31  .0 

1953 

14.0 

9.0 

20.2 

1954 

14.9 

10.3 

14.1 

1955 

13.6 

10.5 

28.0 

1956 

15.8 

11  .4 

10.7 

1957 

16.4 

11.0 

30.8 

1958 

15.9 

11  .5 

13.3 

1959 

15.7 

10.8 

13.5 

I960 

17.4 

11.3 

9.7 

1961 

16.4 

12.0 

35.6 

1962 

15.9 

11.7 

15.5 

1963 

18.6 

11  .1 

25.3 

1964 

18.6 

11  .1 

11.4 

1965 

17.5 

10.6 

21  .4 

1966 

18.0 

12.1 

18.4 

1967 

16.3 

11  .2 

29.8 

1968 

15.5 

11.4 

26.3 

1969 

17.1 

11.5 

21 .0 

1970 

16.9 

11.7 

19.0 

1971 

16.2 

12.4 

24.0 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  TRURO  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL.  1972 


Mar  June  Sept  Dec  Total 

Mar  June 

Sept  Dec 

Total 

Infective 

Scarlet 

Jaundice 

2 

1 

3 

Fever 

1  1 

2 

Tuberculosis 

4 

3 

7 

T.B.  (C.N.S.) 

1 

1 

Measles 

3  1  30 

5 

39 

Food 

Dysentery 

1  1 

1 

3 

Poisoning 

2 

1 

3 

1/hooping 

Cough 

1 

1 

VITAL  STATISTICS  1 972  TRURO  RURAL  DISTRICT 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1  .  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Sec.22) 

Clinics  for  Child  Welfare  in  the  Truro  Pi stri c t 


Sessions 

Attendances 

1. 

St.  Agnes 

11 

285 

2. 

Perranporth 

24 

609 

3. 

Chacewater 

10 

172 

4. 

Carnon  Downs 

12 

357 

5. 

Probus 

12 

279 

6. 

St.  Mawes 

9 

101 

7. 

Goonhavem 

12 

175 

8. 

Portscatho 

12 

171 

9. 

St.  Newlyn  East 

12 

403 

The 

first  four  clinics 

are  attended  by  Council 

School  Health  Service 

Personnel.  The  clinics  at  St.  Mawes,  Portscatho  and  Probus  are  staffed  by 
County  Health  Visitors  but  General  Practitioners  carry  out  the  immunisation 
of  children. 

Dental  Services  for  Expectant  Mothers  and  children  are  undertaken  at  The 
Leats. 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes  and  Health  Education  Lectures.  These  were 
held  at  the  various  clinics  in  the  whole  area  and  there  were  139  lectures 
and  classes  in  the  year.  The  relaxation  classes  were  based  on  a  series  of 
eight  lectures  per  course  and  when  convenient,  fathers  were  invited  to 
attend  one  lecture  in  each  course. 

2 .  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  Midwifery  Services 

All  ante-natal  clinics  are  held  at  13  group  practices  throughout  this 
Health  Area,  usually  on  a  weekly  basis,  and  are  attended  by  midwives  attached 
to  the  practices.  2,153  ante-natal  visits  to  the  homes  were  made  by  District 
Midwives  in  this  area.  The  13  practices  in  this  Health  Area  held  a  total  of 
584  ante-  natal  clinics,  and  2,468  domiciliary  visits  were  made  by  Midwives 
to  mothers  returning  home  after  delivery  in  hospital. 

1,666  visits  were  made  to  the  113  domiciliary  births  delivered  by 
District  Midwives.  This  figure  must  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  total 
of  923  live  births  registered  in  the  four  districts  comprising  this  Health 
Area.  The  proportion  of  domiciliary  births  to  the  total  is  12$.  This 
figure  varies  between  4$  and  20$  in  the  four  districts.  No  doubt  the  greater 
difficulty  in  summoning  emergency  aid  in  Rural  Areas  and  other  factors 
determine  that  the  percentage  of  home  deliveries  in  the  Rural  Areas  is 
smaller  than  for  the  towns. 
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NUMBER 

OF  HOME 

DELIVERIES 

AS  PERCENTAGE  OF 

TOTAL  LIVE 

BIRTHS 

1966 

1967 

I968 

1262. 

1970 

1971 

1222 

Falmouth 

49 

48 

38 

32 

31 

26 

18 

Truro  City 

53 

45 

34 

27 

35 

26 

20 

Truro  R.D.C. 

36 

35 

31 

32 

19 

10 

4 

Penryn 

65 

57 

45 

36 

15 

17 

18 

As  regards  the  majority  of  women  delivered  in  hospital  or  other 
institutions,  and  who  return  home  to  be  looked  after  by  domiciliary  midwives 
before  the  10th  day  after  delivery,  19 %  are  discharged  home  as  planned  or 
unplanned,  early  discharge  cases  within  two  days,  1 7%  on  or  after  the  8th  day, 
and  the  majority,  i.e.,  64$>  are  discharged  home  between  the  3rd  and  7th  day. 

It  must  be  understood  that  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  of  923  live 
births  for  this  area  represents  births  to  women  normally  resident  in  this 
Health  Area,  and  does  not  necessarily  represent  the  place  of  birth.  From  the 
annual  returns  of  Midwives  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  number  of  births  dis¬ 
charged  from  hospital  and  looked  after  by  domiciliary  Midwives  on  their 
return  home  in  this  Health  Area  are  combined  with  the  number  of  domiciliary 
births  undertaken  by  Midwives  at  home,  they  amount  to  only  464  of  the  total 
of  923.  Most  of  this  discrepancy  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  many 
women  who  are  delivered  in  hospital  and  return  home  at  the  end  of  the  week, 
are  visited  and  looked  after  by  the  Health  Visitor,  who  in  this  county  is  more 
likely  than  not  to  be  a  triple  worker,  i.e.,  combined  midwife,  nurse  and 
Health  Visitor,  and  it  is  in  this  capacity  as  Health  Visitor  that  the  case 
returning  from  the  Maternity  Hospital  is  registered  in  her  returns  as  a  child 
born  in  the  calendar  year.  Nevertheless,  the  number  of  early  discharge 
cases  continues  to  occupy  the  domiciliary  Midwife  in  a  large  number  of  home 
visits. 

3.  With  regards  to  GENERAL  NURSING  SERVICES  in  this  area,  the  attachment 
of  nurses  to  G.P's  surgeries  has  resulted  in  5,332  visits  to  surgeries  by 
Home  Nurses  and  the  treating  of  2,557  cases  at  surgeries.  The  number  of  new 
cases  first  visited  and  treated  at  the  patients  homes  for  nursing  pur poses 
is  35  for  children  under  5  years,  569  persons  seen  aged  between  5  -  64  years, 
and  1  ,396  persons  over  65  years  of  age.  These  figures  reflect  those  for  all 
attached  nurses  in  this  area,  for  new  cases  first  seen  and  treated  at  G.P’s 
premises,  a  greater  proportion  are  in  the  5-64  age  group,  i.e,,  70  new  cases 
under  5  years  of  age,  393  in  those  aged  5-64,  and  226  in  the  over  65' s. 

In  a  few  instances  of  nurse  attachment  more  ill  children  are  first  seen  and 
treated  by  the  District  Nurse  in  the  G.P's  surgery  than  in  the  home.  The 
greater  proportion  of  work  done  as  seen  in  the  number  of  visits  to  the  homes 
by  the  District  Nurse  is  still  with  the  elderly  and  handicapped,  and  in  terms 
of  numbers  this  amounts  to  65,803  visits  for  general  purposes  to  all  age 
groups,  which,  for  the  33  nurses  in  this  area  means  an  average  of  about  2,000 
visits  per  nurse  per  year.  Dealing  with  geriatric  cases  can  be  time  consuming, 
as  many  need  dressings  and  toilet  care,  and  are  unable  physically  to  help 
themselves  or  the  nurse  when  she  comes  to  treat  them  at  their  homes. 
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4.  HEALTH  VISITING 

With  regard  to  the  annual  returnsfron  Health  Visitors,  1  ,099  new  cases 
of  children  born  in  the  calendar  year  were  seen  by  the  1 8  Health  Visitors  who 
work  in  this  area,  and  3,597  new  cases  under  5  years,  not  including  those 
born  in  the  calendar  year.  The  number  of  cases  of  the  working  age  population 
aged  17-64  seen  by  the  Health  Visitors  was  345  compared  with  976  elderly 
persons  over  65  years  of  age.  As  regards  the  work  load  and  visits  paid  by 
Health  Visitors,  17,054  visits  to  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  made 
compared  with  2,973  visits  to  those  over  65  years  of  age.  This  would  indicate 
that  not  only  are  there  more  children,  but  that  the  amount  of  visits  per 
child  is  about  4  compared  with  3  per  elderly  person.  This  is  to  be  expected, 
especially  with  regards  to  visits  to  new  born  and  young  mothers.  Immunisation 
work  at  G.P.  Surgeries  and  County  Clinics,  Health  Education,  screening  tests 
for  hearing  in  the  young  child,  school  work  requiring  attendance  at  medical 
examination  of  school  children  and  hygiene  inspections  at  schools,  and  work 
at  County  child  welfare  clinics  make  up  the  rest  of  the  Health  Visitor's  work. 


Specialised  duties  involving  the  after-care  problems  of  hospitalised 
children  leaving  the  wards  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  the  after-care  in 
selected  cases  of  the  elderly  leaving  Barncoose  Hospital,  and  work  involving 
T.B.  follow-up  of  cases  and  contacts  is  undertaken  by  3  Health  Visitors  in 
this  area,  in  addition  to  their  general  duties  as  attached  staff  to  practices. 
Because  a  practice  is  situated  in  one  District,  it  does  not  mean  that  the 
patients  are  limited  to  that  District  alone,  and  for  this  reason  the  returns 
from  the  attached  County  nursing  staff  are  not  related  to  any  defined  area. 

As  a  result,  this  report  as  it  concerns  the  personal  nursing  services  has 
not  attempted  to  separate  the  figures  for  each  District,  except  where 
statutory  returns  are  required,  e.g.,  births  and  notifiable  diseases. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  this  part  of  the  annual  reports  for  the  four 
sanitary  Districts  is  repeated  in  each  District,  and  it  is  not  perhaps 
insignificant  that  these  services  will  be  considered  as  one  entity  after 
April,  1974  when  the  four  Districts  become  one. 

5.  Immunisation  Figures  for  the  whole  of  Health  Area  III 


PRIMARY  DOSES 

I22i 


Triple  DTP 

212 

Polio 

212 

Measles 

1222 


YEAR  OF 

BIRTH 

1211 

1270 

1262 

544 

18 

5 

544 

19 

5 

343 

251 

52 

Others 
under 
age  1  6 

Total 

1972 

Total 

1221- 

4 

797 

827 

5 

807 

847 

4 

717 

773 

1 965-68 

14 

22 

67 
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REINFORCING  DOSES 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1 965-68 

Others 

under 

age  1  6 

Total 

1972 

Total 

1^71 

Triple  DTP 

9 

618 

171 

20 

19 

5 

842 

883 

Dip/Tetanus 

3 

4 

2 

789 

78 

876 

834 

Tetanus 

2 

3 

3 

42 

177 

227 

167 

Polio 

8 

621 

177 

22 

835 

131 

1794 

1763 

BCG  for  13  year 

olds 

899 

965 

Rubella  1 3  year 

old  girls 

401 

550 

6.  Ambulance  Service  (Sec.  jjl 


This  service  is  under  direct  County  Council  control  and  therefore  no 
report  on  the  day  to  day  administration  is  given. 

7.  Prevention  Care  and  After-Care  Services  (Sec,  28) 


The  mobile  X-Ray  Unit  pays  twice  monthly  visits  to  The  Leats  and  to 
Falmouth  to  examine  referred  cases  from  Family  Doctors  and  children  requiring 
further  X-ray  following  positive  skin  sensitivity  tests  for  T.B.  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  was  given  to  899  school  children  for  protection  against  T.B.  in 
the  whole  of  the  Health  Area  No.  3. 


The  Health  Visitor  specialising  in  T.B.  work  today  is  still  required  to 
spend  a  considerable  amount  of  effort  and  time  in  T.B.  contact  work  in  this 
area.  Of  the  74  contacts  visited  and  skin  tested,  27  were  given  B.C.G. 
vaccination. 

Yellow  Fever 

The  Leats  is  a  registered  Centre  for  this  immunisation  and  during  1972, 
283  cases  were  immunised  before  going  abroad. 


Cervical  Smear  Clinics  have  been  set  up  in  Truro  and  Falmouth,  and  residents 
in  the  Rural  District  are  directed  to  either  clinic  depending  on  where  they 
live. 

Out  of  a  total  of  747  cases  seen  at  these  clinics  during  1972,  2  positive 
and  1  suspicious  cases  were  detected;  out  of  these  3  case^  none  were  resident 
in  the  Rural  District. 

Geriatric-Preventive  Services 

Three  elderly  persons  residing  in  the  Rural  District  were  found  to  be  in 
need  of  care  and  attention  requiring  action  under  the  National  Assistance 
Act  during  the  year;  and  were  admitted  to  Barncoose  Hospital. 

Medical  Loans  of  nursing  and  other  aids.  A  supply  of  domiciliary  aids  for  the 
incontinent  is  available  through  the  Health  Area  Office,  and  other  equipment 
required  in  the  home  such  as  bed-pans,  urinals  and  bed  rests  are  obtained 
through  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  Walking  aids  of  various  design  may 
be  obtained  for  temporary  loan  through  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  until  the 
patient  receive  such  permanent  aids  through  the  National  Health  Service. 
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Chiropody 

St.  Agnes  has  a  small  clinic  run  on  voluntary  lines  and  tbo  Chiropodisrt 
from  Truro  attends.  The  clinic  is  given  a  small  subsidy  from  the  County 
Council  towards  costs. 

Home  Help  Service 

This  Service  is  now  administered  by  the  Social  Services  Department. 
However,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  out  of  a  total  of  651  cases 
receiving  assistance  in  the  whole  of  Health  Area  No.  3,  568  cases  were 
over  the  age  of  65  years. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  will  be  the  last  Annual  Report  I  shall  present  to  you  before  the 
new  Carrick  District  Council  takes  office  in  April,  1974.  After  that;.  It  will 
be  another’s  task  to  put  before  the  Council  details  of  the  preceding  years 
work. 

The  year  of  1972  to  which  this  report  relates  has  been  one  of  continued 
progress  and  increased  activity  in  many  fields.  Improvement  Grant  applications 
more  than  doubled  last  year's  figures,  and  nearly  300  additional  plans  were 
deposited  for  approval  under  the  Building  Regulations. 

It  is  pressures  like  these  which  led  the  Council  to  appoint  three  more 
staff  to  the  department,  and  I  feel  that  the  staffing  situation  is  now 
reasonably  sufficient  for  all  but  initiating  and  maintaining  campaigns  for 
more  general  improvements  in  all  branches  of  our  activities.  This  would  be, 
perhaps,  a  Utopian  ambition,  but  even  without  it,  I  feel  the  30  years  I  have 
been  privileged  to  work  for  Truro  R.D.C.,  have  been  ones  in  which  the 
Council  have  achieved  much  in  the  realms  of  public  health.  There  are  still 
things  to  be  done,  but  I  can  do  little  more  now  than  hope  that  the 
re-organized  administration  will  find  itself  even  better  equipped  to  speed 
rising  standards  of  environmental  health  throughout  the  new  District. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his 
willing  advice  and  support  throughout  the  year,  also  Mr.  Lane,  your 
Consulting  Engineer,  for  his  report  on  sewerage  schemes,  and  not  least  the 
staff  who  have,  as  always,  contributed  much  to  the  smooth  running  of  the 
department. 

Most  of  all  I  want  to  take  this  unique  opportunity  to  express  my  deep 
appreciation  of  the  consideration  and  help  I  have  received,  not  only  from  this 
Council  and  its  members,  but  also  from  the  many  I  have  been  associated  with 
in  the  past.  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  thank  you  all  for  a 
working  life  that  many  of  my  colleagues  might  well  envy,  and  only  hope  I  have 
been  able  to  play  an  adequate  part  in  your  service. 

Your  obedient  Servant 
A.  H.  BENNETT 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Building  Surveyor 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December.  1972 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  •THE  AREA 

Sewerage 

The  position  regarding  progress  in  the  Village  sewerage  schemes  for  the 
year  is  as  follows 

1  •  Porthtowan  &  Mount  Hawke  Sexferage 

Stage  II  of  this  scheme  was  completed  in  July,  1972,  after  which  the 
scheme  became  operational. 

2 .  Cubert  &  Holywell  Sewerage 

This  scheme  started  in  February,  1972.  Approximately  65$  of  the  sewers 
and  rising  mains  were  laid  by  the  end  of  1972.  It  is  anticipated  that  this 
scheme  will  be  in  operation  in  the  summer  of  1973. 

3.  Perran north  Sewerage  -  Stage  2 

All  the  sewers,  rising  mains  and  both  pumping  stations  were  commissioned 
in  July,  1972.  An  order  for  a  surge  arrestor  unit  was  placed  following  three 
breaks  in  the  12"  rising  main  from  Perranporth  main  pumping  station  to  the 
outfall. 

4.  Perranwell  Sewerage 

90$  of  the  construction  work  at  the  new  treatment  works  was  completed 
by  the  end  of  1972.  At  this  time  the  pumping  stations  were  75$  completed 
and  95$  of  the  sewers  had  been  laid.  The  scheme  should  be  operational  by 
March,  1973. 

5.  Feock  Sewerage 

During  1972  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  various  sites 
for  the  punping  stations  had  been  completed,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this 
scheme  will  go  to  tender  early  in  1973. 

6.  Ladock  Valley  Sewerage 

Plans  and  all  statutory  procedures  for  this  scheme  were  completed  during 
1972,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  scheme  will  go  to  tender  early  in  1973. 

7.  St.  Mawes  Sewerage 

By  December,  1972,  all  the  pumping  stations,  rising  mains,  and  the 
contact  stabilisation  tank  had  been  constructed  and  installed.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  scheme  will  be  operational  by  April,  1973. 

8.  St.  Just  Sewerage 

No  further  work  was  carried  out  on  this  scheme  during  1972. 

9.  Mylor  Bridge  Sewerage 

The  Council  are  proceeding  with  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  land 
for  the  enlargement  and  modernisation  of  the  existing  sewage  treatment  works. 
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1  .  Sewerage  Works 

Sewer  extensions  were  carried  out  at  Trevaunance  Road,  St,  Agnes  and 
from  Portloe  to  a  small  community  of  houses  at  Sunny  Corner, 

The  Council  also  agreed  to  extend  the  St,  Mawes  sewers  to  serve  the 
eight  Roseland  flats,  and  neighbouring  property,  and  accepted  a  tender  for 
a  sewer  extension  from  Sunny  Corner  (Portloe)  to  the  hamlet  of  Camels  where  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  was  occurring  through  unsatisfactory  cesspit  drainage. 

It  was  decided  to  enlarge  the  treatment  works  at  Goonhavern  to  meet 
the  needs  of  expanding  residential  development, 

A  drainage  nuisance  arose  in  six  of  the  twelve  terraced  houses  at 
Wheal  Kitty,  St,  Agnes.  This  was  due  to  serious  defects  in  the  private  sewer 
serving  the  properties.  Agreement  was  reached  with  the  six  owners  concerned 
and  the  Council  laid  a  new  replacement  pipeline  at  their  expense. 

Two-man  mobile  gangs  continue  to  maintain  the  many  pumping  stations 
and  treatment  works  throughout  the  District,  Men  are  drawn  from  this  labour 
force  when  required  for  clearing  choked  sewers, 

2 ,  Public  Conveniences 

No  new  conveniences  were  built,  and  the  twenty  owned  by  the  Council 
continued  to  be  maintained  by  part-time  staff  recruited  from  local  sources. 

The  large  toilets  at  St,  Mawes  have  a  full-time  female  attendant 
in  addition  in  the  Summer  months,  as  also  do  those  on  the  Promenade  car  park 
at  Perranporth.  Day  to  day  maintenance  of  the  latter  is  a  responsibility 
accepted  by  the  Council,  although  they  do  not  own  this  particular  property. 

Toilet  accommodation  for  disabled  people  were  built  on  to  existing 
conveniences  at  St.  Agnes,  Perranporth,  St.  Mawes  and  Portscatho. 

Fortunately  vandalism  has  not  been  a  serious  problem.  In  the  worst  case 
the  Police  found  the  children  responsible,  and  their  parents  paid  for  the 
damage  done, 

3.  Cesspool  Emptying 

During  the  year  3,424  loads  were  taken  from  1 ,822  cesspools  or  septic 
tanks.  The  Council  have  three  cesspool  emptying  vehicles. 

The  new  licensing  requiremaits  for  drivers  of  heavy  goods  vehicles 
has  put  an  unusual  strain  on  this  service.  Difficulty  in  replacing  drivers 
away  through  sickness,  or  other  reasons,  has  sometimes  kept  an  emptier 
in  the  garage  while  work  aootimulateB. 

Hiring  is  also  getting  more  difficult  and  sometimes  impossible. 

There  are  less  than  a  dozen  watertight  cesspools  in  the  District. 

Most  installations  consist  of  a  septic  tank  and  3oakaway. 
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The  Council  charge  varying  rates  as  follows 

For  the  first  two  emptyings  in  any  one  financial  year  -  £1  for  the 
first  load,  and  25p.  for  each  subsequent  load  in  the  one  operation. 

For  subsequent  emptyings  the  rate  is  doubled,  except  in  a  few  cases 
where  there  are  special  problems  for  the  householder. 

If  a  public  sewer  is  available  the  applicant  will  be  charged  £2  for 
every  load  taken  out  until  he  connects. 

4.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  from  the  Rural  District  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  or  seni- 
cbntrollod  tipping  at  Nowlyn  East,  Bissoe  and  Gerrans. 

The  Council’s  three  tips  at  Newlyn  East,  Bissoe  and  Gerrans  continue 
to  be  used  in  rotation,  and  maintained  by  a  single  employee  driving  a  nochnical 
loading  shovel,  a  machine  of  this  kind  being  permenently  located  on  each 
site.  The  Council  bought  a  third  machine  during  the  year  to  avoid  the  wear 
and  tear  of  driving  over  many  road  miles  between  tips. 

All  three  machines  are  old  and  will  need  replacing  before  long. 

Gerrans  tip  is  in  use  on  Mondays,  Bissoe  tip  on  Tuesdays  and 
Wednesdays,  and  Newlyn  East  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays. 

Collection  vehicles  are  in  constant  use  giving  a  mostly  weekly 

\. 

service.  Some  thinly  populated  areas  have  a  fortnightly  collection,  and  one 
or  two  isolated  properties  monthly.  A  few  outlying  sca.ttered  premises, 
usually  farms,  do  not  come  within  the  collection  routes. 

From  about  1  st  June  to  the  latter  part  of  September  an  extra  vehicle 
helps  out  on  caravan  sites,  and  gives  a  second  collection  each  week  to 
selected  shops  and  hotels  in  Perranporth  and  St.  Mawes.  As  the  vehicle 
passes  through  St.  Agnes,  also  Gerrans  and  Portscatho  (emptying  street  litter 
baskets)  it  has  been  possible  to  add  just  one  or  two  establishments  in  these 
villages,  but  little  or  nothing  more  can  be  done  in  this  direction  without  a 
major  alteration  in  rounds  or  an  addition  of  a  collecting  unit. 

Little  or  no  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  acquisition  of  new 
tipping  space  at  Wheal  Maid,  Crofthandy.  A  mining  concern  in  the  area  with 
whom  we  have  been  co-operating  are  still  unable  to  decide  on  a  course  of 
action  which  will  enable  the  site  to  be  prepared  for  receiving  refuse  from 
Truro  City,  ourselves,  and  probably  Falmouth. 

At  Porthtowan,  because  the  Council  own  areas  of  land  on  and  near  the 
beach,  special  attention  was  given  this  year  to  clearance  of  litter. 

In  addition  to  clearance  of  litter  bins  three  times  a  week  in  Summer, 
a  man  from  that  so  valuable  pool  of  employees  on  sewerage  works  spent  an  hour 
or  two  on  three  mornings  each  week  picking  up  paper  etc,  off  the  sand,  and  from 
the  stream.  Results  have  been  sufficiently  successful  to  probably  justify  a 
repeat  performance  in  1973. 

5.  Salvage 

Mo  salvage  scheme  is  in  operation. 
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6.  Rodent  Control 

The  Operator  is  provided  with  a  small  van  and  has  inspected  290  premises, 
in  addition  to  farms  under  contract  in  different  parts  of  the  District,  and 
221  were  treated,  usually  with  Warfarin.  Twenty  sewerage  systems  were  test 
baited;  no  serious  infestation  was  found,  but  treatments  were  carried  out  where 
necessary. 

Thirty-nine  visits  were  made  to  the  Council's  three  refuse  tips  and  to 
sewerage  works,  and  the  tips  were  regularly  sprayed  against  fly  infestation 
during  the  Summer. 

Ninety-one  contracts  to  the  value  of  £845.65  were  entered  into  for 
quarterly  treatment  of  agricultural  properties  and  some  other  business 
premises. 

The  Rodent  Operator  also  carries  out  disinfestation  and  fumigation 
of  houses  and  for  a  fee  of  £2  destroys  bees  and  wasps  nests.  Rats  and  mice 
are  destroyed  on  domestic  property  free  of  charge. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

There  are  eight  licensed  slaughterhouses  and  one  knackers  yard  in  the 
area.  Salughtering  takes  place  in  three  of  these  on  a  large  scale,  much  of 
the  meat  being  sent  out  of  the  District  and  County.  One  hundred  per  cent 
inspection  is  carried  out,  the  work  occupying  most  of  the  time  of  two 
Inspectors,  one  of  them  being  an  authorised  Meat  Inspector  appointed  during 
the  year. 

Three  new  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  and  one  for 
the  manufacture  of  sausages. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  found  necessary.  Informal  action  was  taken 
in  a  number  of  cases,  mainly  catering  establishments,  and  better  standards  of 
hygiene  secured. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Most  of  the  District  has  access  to  a  main  supply,  and  samples  we  have 
taken  throughout  the  year  have  been  of  good  bacteriological  quality. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  quality  of  water  from  wells  and  springs  is  not 
always  as  good.  There  are  very  few  public  well  supplies  now  left  in  the 
District,  but  a  fair  number  of  the  more  isolated  properties  still  rely  on 
their  own  private  sources,  which  can  include  rainwater  tanks. 

No  charge  is  made  to  anyone  requesting  a  bacteriological  analysis  of 
his  water  supply.  If  it  is  found  unfit  advice  i3  given  on  how  to  overcome 
tho  pollution,  or  to  connect  to  a  public  main,  though  more  often  than  not  a 
mains  connection  cannot  be  made  at  reasonable  expense.  On  occasions  the 
Council  give  financial  guarantees  to  the  Water  Board  where  small  groups 
of  houses  need  water  and  the  Board  cannot  extend  their  main  to  serve  them  at 
an  economic  cost. 
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Seven  samples  were  taken  for  chamical  analysis  and  178  for  bacteriological 
reports, 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  PAILUAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963 

Only  minor  infringements  of  the  Act  were  found  and  no  prosecutions  were 
considered  necessary, 

CAR/1  VAN  SITES  AN D  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960 

There  are  279  licensed  caravan  sites,  the  number  of  pitches  on  each  site 
varying  from  one  to  several  hundred.  Most  are  used  for  holiday  accommodation 
in  the  Summer  months, 

HOUSING 

Slum  Clearance 

No  Clearance  Orders  were  made,  houses  being  dealt  with  as  Individual 
Unfit  Houses  in  all  appropriate  cases. 

Overcrowding 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  formal  notice  to  abate 
overcrowding. 

Housing  Advances 

Seven  loans  to  build  houses  were  made  by  the  Council  and  seventy-one 
for  the  purchase  of  existing  property.  Seven  loans  were  made  for  works  of 
improvement • 

New  Building 

Under  the  Building  Regulations  1  ,302  plans  were  submitted  for  the 
Council's  consideration.  Last  year's  figure  was  1,017.  An  additional 
Building  Inspector  was  appointed  late  in  the  year, 

1  .  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  35 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .,  8 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  . .  .  20 

2,  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ,.  8 
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3-  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Tear 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  39,  10  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 957: - 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners .  _ 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Actss- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ##  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners .  7 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  _ 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections,  16,  17  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 957:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  .  _ 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  as  a  result  of  Closing  Orders  or 

Undertakings  under  Sections,  16,  17  and  23  of  the  Housing 

Act  . .  ..  ..  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  were 

accepted  ..  . .  i#  _ 

(5)  Number  of  temporary  houses  otmed  by  Local  Authority  certified 

unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 

(6)  Number  of  temporary  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  demolished 

(d)  Proceedings  taken  under  Section  42,  43  and  44  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 957:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders  . .  - 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders  confirmed 

by  Minister  . .  . .  _ 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders  and 

Demolished 

HOUSING  ACTS.  1949  -  1957 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(a)  Discretionary 

Number  of  applications  received  -  dwellings  202  (90) 

Number  of  applications  approved  -  dwellings  133  (66) 

Total  approved  expenditure  £223,504.00  (£113,216.00) 

Total  amount  of  grants  approved  £157,899.00  (  £55,083.00) 


Figures  for  the  previous  year  are  in  brackets 
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(b)  Standard 

Number  of  applications  received  -  dwellings  . .  91 

Number  of  applications  approved  -  dwellings  .  88 

Total  cost  of  work  .  £38,708.00 

Total  amount  of  grants  paid  .  £20,941  .00 


MISCELLANEC US  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR 
Premises  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  for  other  than  Housing 


defects  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  245 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Pood  Poisoning  ..  . ,  .  49 

Sewer  connections  supervised  .  103 

Sewers  and  sewerage  works  .  . .  42 

Public  Conveniences  «.  .  ..  48 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  . *  51 

Pood  Premises  (Pood  Hygiene  Regs)  .  ..  198 

Caravan  Sites  .  81 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act  .  32 

Re.  Keeping  of  Animals  . .  22 

Premises  under  the  Petroleum  Regulations  40 

Building  Regulations  4,876 


NEW  HOUSING 


PARISH 

By  Local  Authority 

Total  Completed  in 
post-war  period 

Completed 

Started 

By  Local 

By  Private 

in  1972 

in  1972 

Authority 

Enterprise 

St.  Agnes 

5 

. 

168 

473 

St.  Allen 

— 

- 

12 

8 

Chacewater 

— 

— 

55 

30 

St.  Clement 

— 

— 

4 

122 

Cubert 

— 

— 

14 

46 

Cuby 

- 

- 

3 

3 

St.  Erme 

— 

— 

24 

25 

Peock 

— 

— 

64 

546 

Gerrans 

— 

— 

61 

88 

Gwennap 

4 

10 

37 

74 

St.  Just-in-Roseland 

9 

- 

84 

142 

Kea 

- 

— 

58 

152 

Kenwyn 

- 

8 

44 

274 

Ladock 

- 

— 

34 

14 

St.  Michael  Penkivel 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Mylor 

— 

- 

120 

215 

Newlyn  East 

— 

- 

58 

55 

Perranarworthal 

— 

- 

36 

147 

Perranzabuloe 

- 

12 

157 

385 

Philleigh 

- 

- 

4 

10 

Probus 

- 

- 

92 

116 

Ruan  lanihom  e 

— 

— 

8 

22 

Tregony 

- 

- 

34 

30 

Very an 

— 

— 

40 

67 

18 

50 

1  ,211 

3,049 

-  22  - 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


CATTLE 

Sheep 

Cattle 

(excl. 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

9,150 

1  ,212 

5,033 

28,516 

41  ,865 

Number  inspected  . 

9,130 

1  ,212 

5,033 

28,516 

41 ,865 

All  diseases  except  cysticercus 
and  tuberculosis:-  .. 

(a)  Whole  caroase  condemned 

3 

25 

39 

65 

120 

(b)  Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

-V-"' 

,665 

5 

1  ,247 

2,139 

Tuberculosis  only:- 
(a)  Whole  carcase  condemned 

(b)  Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

2 

- 

— 

315 

Cysticercus  only:- 
(a)  Whole  carcase  condemned 

(b)  Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

10 

2 

— 

- 

Gross  weight  of  meat  condemned 

Estimated  at  37  tons  6 

cwt . 

. . — 

OTHER  FOOD  CONDEMNED 


The  presence  of  a  wholesale  food  warehouse  in  the  District  has  led  to 
many  foods  being  dealt  with  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  These  are  usually 
of  the  canned  variety.  Although  the  figures  are  high  they  represent  a  small 
proportion  of  the  total  food  handled.  All  was  surrendered  voluntarily  for 
destruction. 

Number  of  Tins  Condemned  Weight 

(Meat,  Fruit,  Fish,  Vegetables  &  Milk) 

4,779  5,286  lbs. 

Also  22  lbs.  of  bacon. 

FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

1  .  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections,  1 ,2,3,4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  lexcl 
out-workers  nremises) 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

2 

65 

• 

11 

8 

- 

67 

- 

8 

- 

-  23  - 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number 

of  cases 

in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 

Cleanliness  (S.I.) 

1 

1 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

1 

- 

- 

~ . -J 

